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2) Joanna Innes, “Power and Happiness: Empirical Social Enquiry in Britain,
from Political Arithmetic’ to ‘Moral Statistics’, in Joanna Innes ed., /aferior
Politics: Social Problems and Social Policies in Fighteenth—Century Britain,
Oxford, 2009, pp. 154~161.
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4) W. E. Minchinton, “Agricultural Returns and the Government”, p. 40.

5) W. G. Hoskins, “The Leicestershire crop returns of 18017, 7ransactions of
the Leicestershire Archaeological Society, Vol. 24, 1949, pp. 127~153.

6) HEAQ] A++= th33 2t} David Williams, “The acreage returns of 1801
for Wales”, Bulletin of Board of Celtic Studies, Vol. 14, 1950-1, pp. 54~68,
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for 18017, 7ransactions of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society, Vol.
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Proceedings of Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society, Vol. 18,
1953, pp. 139~153; P. A. Churley, “The Yorkshire crop returns of 1801, York-
shire Bulletin of Fconomic and Social Research, Vol. 5, 1953, pp. 179~197.

7) Michael Turner, “Agricultural Productivity in England in the Fighteenth Centu-
ry: Bvidence from Crop Yields”, Zconomic History Review, Vol. 35, 1982, pp.
489~510; “English Open Fields and Enclosures: Retardation or Productivity
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Improvements’, Journal of EFconomic History, Vol. 41, 1986, pp. 669~692; Mi-
chael Turner, J. V. Beckett, and B. Afton, “Taking Stock: Farmers, Farm Records,
and Agricultural Output in England, 1700-1850", Agricultural History Review,
Vol. 44, 1996, pp. 21~34; Stephen Broadberry, B. M. S. Campbell, Alexander
Klein, Mark Overton and Bas van Leeuwen, British Economic Growth, 1270~
1870, Cambridge, 2010.
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8) Roger Wells, Wretched Faces: Famine in Wartime England, 1793-1801,
Stroud, 1988, pp. 36~37.
9) B. R. Mitchell, British Historical Statistics, Cambridge, 1988, p. 756.
10) Roger Wells, Wretched Faces, pp. 37~39.
11) B. R. Mitchell, British Historical Statistics, p. 755.
12) Michael Turner, “Corn Crises in Britain in the Age of Malthus” in Michael
Turner ed., Malthus and His Time, London, 1986, pp. 117~118.
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13) Parliamentary Papers, Second Report of the Lords Committee on the Dearth
of Provisions, 1801, p. 170. M98 W. E. Minchinton, “Agricultural Returns
and the Government’, p. 38.

14) W. E. Minchinton, “Agricultural Returns and the Government during the
Napoleonic Wars”, p. 36

15) Walter M. Stern, “The Bread Crisis in Britain, 1795-96", Economica, Vol. 31,
1964, pp. 176~177.
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16) Michael Turner, “Corn Crises in Britain”, pp. 113~114.

17) Michael Turner, “Corn Crises in Britain”, pp. 123~124.
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19) Michael Turner, “Corn Crises in Britain”, p. 123.

20) John Bohstedt, 7he politics of provisions: Food riots, moral economy, and
market transition in England, c. 15501850, London, 2010, p. 167.

21) John Bohstedt, Riots and Community Politics in England and Wales, 1790-
1810, Cambridge, 1983.
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22) John Bohstedt, Riots and Community, pp. 1~3.
23) John Bohstedt, 7he politics of provisions, pp. 200~201.
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24) Anthony Brundage, 7he English Poor Laws, 1700-1930, Basingstoke, 2002,
pp. 28~29.

25) J. R. Poynter, Society and Pauperism. English Ideas on Poor Reliet, 1795-
1834, London, 1969, pp. 62~65; Gertrude Himmelfarb, 7he Idea of Pover-
ty: England in the Barly Industrial Age, New York, 1985, pp. 74~75.
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anna Innes, “Power and Happiness”, pp. 170~171.
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32) W. G. Hoskins, “The Leicestershire crop returns”, p. 129.
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[Abstract]

Compilation and Utilization of Crop Returns in Britain,
1795-1801

Kang, Myungsu

This paper aims to explain the background and specific methods
of compiling crop returns between 1795 and 1801. Furthermore, it seek
to demonstrate the usefulness and applicability of these returns as
valuable primary sources for historians. In the late 18th century, Britain
underwent two severe grain crises in 1795 and 1800, causing a sharp
increase in grain prices and nationwide turmoil. To address the social
unrest, local governments implemented relief measures such as the
Speenhamland system, while the central government pursued a com-
prehensive legislative reform. In addition to these measures, nation-
wide crop surveys and the publication of returns were initiated. From
1795 to 1801, the central government conducted survey schemes and
compiled returns at least three times. Among them, the 1801 crop re-
turns exhibited the highest level of completeness. The case of Cheshire
demonstrates the accuracy of these returns and their potential utility
for local studies. The calculated ratio of land under grains based on
the data in the returns clearly correlates with the geological distribu-
tion of Cheshire. This essentially proves the empirical nature of the re-
turns. However, some exceptional areas are found where grain cultiva-

tion did not align with geological features. The existence of such areas
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is interpreted not as a simple error in the data but rather as a reflection
of the socio—economic context within the county. Therefore, we have
confirmed that the 1801 crop returns can not only be utilized to un-
derstand the agricultural patterns of specific regions but also encapsu-

lates a more comprehensive socio—economic circumstances.

O Keyword

crop returns, grain crises, increase in grain prices, social unrest, Cheshire
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