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[Abstract]

The Transfer of the Capital to Beijing by the Qing Empire and
Mukden Area

Lim, Gyung—june

The purpose of this article is to examine the policies implemented
by the Qing empire in Manchuria after the Transition from Ming to
Qing(MHEH), especially focusing on the region of Mukden.

In 1644, as soon as the Qing empire passage through Shanhaiguan
and occupied Beijing, the capital of Ming dynasty, immediately trans-
fer the capital from Mukden to Beijing. At the same time, the Eight
Banners and their families moved to Beijing, and it is estimated that
the total number of relocated peoples had reached 1 million. As a re-
sult of the army led by Chinese military leaders and their families en-
tering China proper, Mukden was in a situation where almost all of its
residents disappeared at once.

For Manchus, Mukden meant the cradle of Qing empire. Therefore,
when Qing transfer the capital from Mukden to Beijing, it immediately
began to reorganize the ruling system in Mukden region. After desig-
nating Mukden as a secondary capital city, Qing set up garrisons of
skeleton force and appointed ‘general of Mukden(B5%5) as the
commander. In order to repopulate the region of Mukden and restore
its land economy, in 1653 Qing issued the edict for repopulation and

wasteland cultivation of Liaodong(GEHIHEBHIZES). Despite such a poli-
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cy, its effect was limited. On the contrary, the number of so-called
‘wandering peoples(#i[) who were not registered on the registry, in-
creased rapidly, causing security problems.

Furthermore, Shang Kaxi(fim]%), who was stationed in Guang-
dong, asked for permission to retire, the movement of the Three Feu-
datories became closely related to the region of Mukden. This was be-
cause the Three Feudatories return from southwestern China to
Mukden. The debate in the Qing imperial court over the return of the
Three Feudatories to Mukden, was concerned with socio-economic
issues in the Mukden area. The Qing was concerned that the return of
the Three Feudatories with a huge population might cause a conflict
with residents who had newly settled in the area of Mukden.

Based on the above, we can say that the policies implemented by
the Qing in Mukden region was not closely related to rule China prop-
er, but the symbolic meaning that the region was the cradle of Qing

empire had an important influence.

O Keyword
Qing empire, Manchus, Mukden, the edict for repopulation and wasteland

cultivation of Liaodong, the Three Feudatories
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