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[Abstract]

Dualistic Structures and Type Characteristics of Public Security

Organization in Suzhou in the Late Qing Dynasty

Kim, Taek—kyung

This study approached the relationship between the government
and the local elite from the aspect of the Suzhou security organiza-
tion. The police and the commercial chamber coexisted and kept the
city’s security together in the late Qing dynasty. The police and the
gentry of Suzhou have created a complex power structure surround-
ing security affairs. This study first identified the local historical con-
text and cause that led to the formation of a dualized structure of po-
lice and commercial chamber. Next, This study analyzed how the
authority of the government and the local elite was distributed within
the two-way structure of the security organization. Based on these
analyses, the tangible characteristics of Suzhou’s policing organization
were extracted through comparison with those of major cities across
the country. This study will give some clues as to how the police sys-
tem was created and rooted in cities in South China, where tradition-
ally the local elite have a strong influence, and how it differs from ma-

jor cities in the North China.

O Keyword

New Deal, Suzhou, police, chamber of commerce, Sushang Sports Association
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