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[Abstract]

On the grain price, population, and the currency in the middle of the
Qing Dynasty
— Review of international researches on the grain price fluctuation

during the Qinglong Emperor’s reign in the Qing Dynasty

Hong, Sung—hwa

This paper summarizes several theories about the causes of infla-
tion during the Qinglong Emperor’s reign in the Qing Dynasty. In the
early days, Peng xinwei(@#{) and Han-Sheng Chuan(Z##) sup-
posed financial expenditure and population growth were mainly at-
tributed to the causes, respectively. After that, the view of assuming
that the inflow of silver as the main cause of the external factors rath-
er than the internal factors, especially in the connection with the
global economy gained popularity. However, as the Qinglong year
was divided into two periods, the first phase of 1736-1775 was the
economic recession because the population growth was faster than
currency increase and the currency increase was faster than agricul-
tural growth. The other B period of 1776-1795 was considered as a
booming period vice versa. On the other hand, Kishimoto Mio(fA3
##) refuted the claim based on the argument the early period of the
Qinglong year was also a booming period.

Most researches since the 1990s, including Kuroda Akinobu(%HH]
fifi), Richard von Glahn, and Peng kaixiang(Z8l#), showed the trend
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of turning to the internal order issue in Chinese society rather than
emphasizing the inflow of silver from overseas. At the current time, it
is fact that it is not enough to say that the cause of the inflation in the
Qing Dynasty indicated simply to population growth and currency in-
crease in lack of understanding of the diversity and complexity of
economic fluctuation. However, it is required to acknowledge that
there are still many factors to be identified as to what kind of market

mechanism in the Qing Dynasty, which produced such complexity.

O Keyword
Qing Period, Qianlong Period, Market, Money, Silver, Coin, Price, Grain

Prices
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