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[Abstract]

Utilization of a Consular Report and ‘Intelligence’ of Japanese

Consuls in Korea During the Sino—Japanese War (1894~1896)"

Choi, Bo Young

The purpose of this study is to examine the real condition that
Japanese consuls illegally obtained and utilized information targeting
the Korean Peninsula during the Sino-Japanese War. Japanese Con-
suls in Korea played a key role in obtaining, collecting, and arranging
information in Korea and supplying them to diplomatic ministers and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in their own country in a form of re-
ports and intelligence during the open port period. Nevertheless, we
have not taken notice of information collectors of Japanese consuls
and have not been interested in the distribution process and utiliza-
tion of the information until now. As a result, the recognition that the
Japanese annexation of Korea was unilaterally done by military power
and diplomatic power was dominant. By the way, Japan made differ-
ent types of people including merchants move and migrate to the
whole area of the Korean Peninsula, seek commercial interests, and
collect detailed information on Korea so that they could be utilized as

the foundation of dispossession. Especially in the chaotic situation of

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of
Korea and the National Research Foundation of Korea(NRF-2019S1A-
5B5A07092435)



262 F=AFeF69%(2020.12)

the Sino-Japanese War, the fact that Japan stabilized its fellow coun-
trymen in international settlements by utilizing intelligence or sup-
ported and cooperated with the Japanese military to be advantageous
for its war was confirmed. Awareness of Korea through these infor-
mation was the high level that Korean people could not resist on a
national scale when Japan annexed Korea in 1910. That is, espionage
of Japanese consuls in Korea can be found to be very beneficial to

understand Korean people’s recognition of Japan.

O Keyword
Japanese Consul in Korea, A Consular Report, Intelligence, Spy, Grass, The

Sino-Japanese War, Donghak Peasant Army
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