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[Abstract]

The marine world of early-modern Northeast Asia and
the ‘abalone’ road

: focusing on Jeju Island around the 15 century

Lim, GyungdJune

The purpose of this article is to examine what changes have oc-
curred in the socioeconomy of Jeju Island in the context of changes in
the maritime order of Northeast Asia since the 15th century, especially
focusing on the migration path of marine products such as abalone.
Before the 15 century, the trade of marine products was the founda-
tion of the socioeconomic structure of Jeju Island. However, after the
Mongol Empire established its rule over Jeju Island, tributes became
more important. In addition to the geographical condition of Jeju Is-
land surrounded by the sea, the environmental condition of poor land
productivity also affected the background. In other words, before the
15 century, the basic socioeconomic structure of Jeju Island was es-
tablished through the movement of trade goods and tributes.

The establishment of the system of maritime exclusion-tribute for
the court by the Ming Dynasty can be a clue to the changing position
of Jeju Island in Northeast Asian sea areas. Traditionally, not only pub-
lic trade but also private trade was freely carried out in the Northeast
Asian sea areas. However, as the Ming Dynasty changed its policy to

severely restrict private trade, the foreign trade of Northeast Asia
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changed drastically. However, by the Ming Dynasty’s policy of severely
restricting private trade, foreign trade in Northeast Asia would be uni-
fied into public trade. Under such circumstances, Joseon Dynasty,
which took control of Jeju Island, established a tax collection system
based on the tributary system. As a result, the nature of marine prod-
ucts such as abalone that have been collected from Jeju Island will be
changed from trading goods to tributary goods. At the same time, the
way these things moved was also changed from the way of trade
goods to the way of tribute goods.

In other words, Jeju Island’s position in the maritime world of
Northeast Asia can be read from the change in the path where abalo-

nes move.

[ Keyword
Dynastic Changes from Yiian to Ming, Maritime Order of Northeast Asia,

Abalones, Jeju Island, Joseon Dynasty
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