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[Abstract]

Current Status and Prospect of Chinese Oil History

Research

Kim, Taek—kyung

This paper examined the possibility of research on petroleum his-
tory by dividing the prior research on oil in modern China into three
periods: Mthe period of the Republic of China~1970s, 21980~ 1990s,
and 32000~2010s. Overall, it can be assessed that modern Chinese oil
history research has just reached the stage of full-fledged research
through the accumulation of data and research for a long time. Re-
search on the history of modern Chinese oil began in the period of
the Republic of China and partly carried out in the People’s Republic
of China period, but it was intensively studied between 2000 and 2020.
The following factors were working in the background of the activa-
tion of oil history research in China in the 2000-2010s. First, the envi-
ronment for research on oil history has improved significantly com-
pared to before. Second, as China continued to grow its economy,
securing oil was a problem that is directly related to the economy as
well as security, which has led to increased social awareness. In addi-
tion, the shift in foreign policy to realize “China that affects the world”
rather than pursuing of “China in the world” and “globalization” be-
tween 2000 and 2020 also contributed to revitalizing the research on oil

history.
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In order for modern Chinese oil history research to become more
active in the future, the following complements must be made in the
field of historical sources. First, excavation of primary data should be
continuously carried out. Second, it is necessary to extract oil history-
related data from already published archives. Third, it is urgently nec-
essary to organize materials such as various government data, alma-
nacs, local chronicles, newspapers, magazines, and research books.
Fourth, the diplomatic archives of British and American countries and
the identification and organization of materials for major oil compa-

nies operating in the Asia-Pacific region are also prior issues.

[ Keyword
China, Energy, Oil, Oil history, Current Status of Research, Research Pros-

pect
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