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[Abstract]

Research Status and Prospect of Korean Oil History

Kwon, Ohsoo

Research on Korean oil history began shortly after the 1973 oil cri-
sis, with the provision of measures to overcome Korean energy prob-
lems. However, the approaches to Korean oil history was outlined and
briefly as a supplement to the policy recommendations by oil experts.
The research trends also focused mainly on the development process
of the oil refinery industry, after the completion of the Ulsan refinery
in 1964. Since then, research on Korean oil history has been ap-
proached and expanded from multiple perspectives, such as the dis-
posing process of the Vested, the institutional history, the construction
plan of the Ulsan refinery, the oil policies during Japanese occupa-
tion, and the U.S. oil policy in Korea after the Liberation. However,
there are still many subjects to be studied for a comprehensively un-
derstanding of Korean oil history. This article will present prospects of
research on Korean oil history as follows. Firstly, It is necessary to be
deepened research on the U.S. oil policy toward Korea, which exerted
a strong influence on Korean oil history. In particular, it is important
to analyze the process of applying the American corporate liberalism
to Korean oil history. Secondly, since Korean oil history has developed
around the international oil network, the spatial scope of research

should be expanded. Lastly, it is necessary to be deepened the inde-
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pendent development of Korean oil industry, and analyzed the social
and cultural changes caused by oil. This expansion of research will
help to understand more broadly the meaning of oil in the develop-

ment of Korean history.

O Keyword
Qil, Korean Oil History, U.S. Qil Policy toward Korea, International Oil

Network, Corporate Liberalism
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