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[Abstract]

Changes in Yulgok School’s Philosophical Theories in the
17th Century

Na, Jonghyun

In the 17th century, Yulgok's successors began to form a school,
based on the heritage from the previous generation. They established
Yulgok’s theory as an academic tradition through the publication of
Yulgok’s book and sought to be recognized as an orthodox of Neo-
confucianism tradition. As the issue of legitimacy of Yulgok's theory
had escalated into a political debate in the confrontation with Toegye
School, Yulgok School emphasized that this theory was the orthodoxy
of Neo-Confucianism from Zhu xi and there was no problematic mat-
ters. Song Si-yeol, a representative figure of the Yulgok School in the
17th century, explained the role of li(#) within the theoretical struc-
ture of his school to solve the theoretical problems of the school,
while supporting his theory of reform by using Heavenly Principle(K
FH) as an example.

Reinforcement of tradition ironically brought about academic divi-
sion over interpretation of tradition. Especially, since the theory of
Yulgok School clashed with previous Neo-Confucian tradition in
many ways, their academic division accelerated over how to solve that
theoretical task. Kim Ch'ang-hy p tried to solve this task by fully ac-

cepting the leading role of li(#), which was actually a deviation from
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the basic idea of Yulgok School. Different from Kim, Kw n Sang-ha
further elaborated the school’s theory by emphasizing the role of
qi(4) and by claiming that Physical Substance affects every condition

in real life.

0 Keyword
Yulgok School, Theory of Nature and Principle, Yi I, Song Si-yol, Kim Ch’

ang-hyop, Kwon Sang-ha
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