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[Abstract]

Yang Kaidao’s Experimentation on Rural Construction
in Qinghe County and the Mechanism of Proliferation

Modern Knowledge into Rural Society

Choi, Eundin

This study examines Yang Kaidao's ideas for the construction of
rural society and his efforts to put the knowledge into practice from
the perspective as a part of the rural construction movement during
the Nationalist Government period in China, which is closely related
to the intellectual climate of rural sociology research. Through this, it
was possible to extend our understanding of various factions that par-
ticipated in rural construction movement as well as to examine the
dissemination path and mechanism of Western knowledge into the
Chinese society. The intellectuals from the Yenching University’s soci-
ology department, who introduced modern sociology into China
formed a school and called themselves the Yenching School, and they
were characterized by their emphasis on social research and experi-
mentation. They aimed at improving rural communities based on ac-
curate perceptions of rural society in China that were yielded from
the social surveys.

Yang Kaidao carried out the detailed surveys on rural society and
conducted the experimentation in ginghe county based on the accu-

mulated knowledge from the survey. One of his goal in the experi-
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uk

ment was to form a systematic and modern organization for rural so-
ciety, and he particularly emphasized the role of local leaders to
mobilize the people effectively. Since the rural leaders was expected
to be well-informed with the modern knowledge and trained in the
university, which brought about the connection between the universi-
ty and the rural area. This means that the modern knowledge of the
West became established in Chinese Universities and took part in re-
forming rural China, in turn, the space in rural society where intellec-
tuals trained at universities were able to work was expanded. From the
experimentation in qinghe county, it confirmed that the data from the
social surveys of traditional organization was indeed applied to the
revision of organization, and the revised organization transformed the

rural society.

[ Keyword
Knowledge Mechanism, Yang Kaidao, Yenching School, Qinghe Experi-

ment, Cooperative Society, Community Studies
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