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[Abstract]

Forever Counterbalance: Chinese Academia’s Views
on The Cambridge History of China
: The People’s Republic, Part I and IT

Son, Sungwook

This study examines views of the 1990 Chinese translations of The
Cambridge History of China: The People’s Republic Part I and The
Cambridge History of China: The People’s Republic Part II, and their
subsequent attention by the Chinese academia. While these transla-
tions have been in existence for many years, they continue to be
heavily referenced in China and appear to have a significant academ-
ic and contemporary meaning. The period from the formation of the
Republic of China until the first half of the People’s Republic of China
was a critical period for understanding the slow and nonlinear process
of China’s modernization. This period is also important for under-
standing the journey of the unfinished revolution that began in the
early 20th century. These connect as well to the legitimacy issues of
the Communist Party’s history. In Chinese academic circles, the Cam-
bridge Chinese History series is regarded as representing the views of
the Western academia, making Chinese perception of the books as a
good gauge of China’s direction over the past 30 years, as well as the
future direction.

In the 1990s, an objective re-evaluation of the influence of the cen-



262 BF=AFE713(2021.08)

tral government on modernization, as well as its role in the war
against Japan, took place based on the revolutionary and Marxist ide-
ology. The perspective provided by the two books was a fresh stimu-
lation for the Chinese academia, which was considered positively
even though it was controversial from the point of view of the revolu-
tionary ideology. However, the “impact-response” model that runs
throughout China’s historical development and the dynastic cycle the-
ory that undermines the legitimacy of the People’s Republic of China
were strongly criticized, and this issue continues unresolved to this
day. The fact that the two Cambridge books are still referenced proves
that this issue has never been resolved, and provide evidence for the
relentless efforts by the Chinese scholars to present the special histor-
ical development of China to the world. This issue in particular must
be resolved in order to realize the revival of the China as a nation and

for its people to live out the Chinese dream.

[0 Keyword
Cambridge History of China, History of the Republic of China, History of

People’s Republic of China, China’'s Response to the West, Dynastic Cycle Theory
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