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[Abstract]

The Making of the ‘Reagan Democrats’
History from below of the Conservatization of American White

Working Class since the 1970s

Lee, Chanhaeng

From the perspective of history from below, this article examines
the conservatization of the white American working class by analyzing
their experiences and consciousness of the McGovern debacle of 1972
and California’s Proposition 13 in 1978 that started a nationwide rax
revolt. George McGovern, a Democratic presidential candidate, fueled
a flight of white working class Americans from the Democratic Party
because his “New Politics” represented an alliance with “identity poli-
tics” and new social movements for the black, women, and homosex-
ual communities. White workers were also increasingly outraged by
heavy property taxes. In particular, those who successfully reached
middle class status in suburban neighborhoods internalized the dis-
course of conservatism by opposing their taxes being spent on blacks
and minorities who, they thought, were poor because they were lazy
and lacked work ethic. In opposition to the expansion of government
through the languages of economic individualism, the rax revo/t pro-
vided the most fundamental political narrative for the conservative

movement in the 1980s.
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