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[Abstract]

The Methods and Martial Nature of Hunting in Goryeo

Lee, Byung—hee

This study set out to extract the martial tendency in the hunting
culture of Goryeo. Hunting was an act of capturing wild animals in
various ways. The most classical type of hunting used the bow and ar-
row, which were used to capture most wild animals including mam-
mals and birds. They would also install a net and dig a pit to trap ani-
mals. Hawking was hugely prevalent, as well. It was very dangerous and
hard to capture violent and quick animals in hunting, and many had
an accident in the hunting process. The most common accident was to
be thrown from a horse.

One needed to be armed with superb archery and riding skills to be
adept at dangerous hunting. One also needed considerable bravery
and agility and had to be ready to kill animals without any hesitation.
Those who were capable of hunting were able to demonstrate their
skills in actual battles. On the other hand, those who had a tender
heart, weak nerves, and lots of mercy did not enjoy hunting. Those
who had a tendency of being friendly to Buddhism or believing in
Buddha were critical of hunting.

In Goryeo, hunting was a universal activity, which means that the
martial tendency was found both in the upper and lower class. Goryeo

was able to fight well in many wars in its own way because it was a
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martial society. The martial atmosphere gradually deteriorated after
the acceptance of Neo-Confucianism. As literature and art or gover-
nance by courtesy gained more and more importance than martial

arts, hunting gradually disappeared in the culture of the ruling class.

O Keyword
Martial Nature, Hunting, Wild Animals, Bow and Arrow, Hawking, Archery,

Riding Skills, Bravery, Buddhism, Martial Society
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