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[Abstract]

Ginseng cultivation and natural environment

in nineteenth-century Manchuria

Kim, Seonmin

This paper discusses the transformation of human-nature relations
in Qing Manchuria by focusing on the Han Chinese immigration and
the appearance of cultivated ginseng. The Qing imperial court had
monopolized ginseng exploitation and circulation in Manchuria since
the Manchu conquest of China. The Banner soldiers stationed in Man-
churia were required to collect the given amount of ginseng per year
and send them to Beijing. While some portion of the ginseng was used
for the imperial family, the rest was sold in the market to make the im-
perial court a huge fortune. Since the early eighteenth century, Han
Chinese people came to join ginseng collecting and the Yongzheng
emperor formally permitted both bannermen and civilians to collect
ginseng. As the large scale of state-initiated and organized ginseng ex-
ploitation was combined with illegal ginseng poaching led by Han
Chinese civilians, natural ginseng in Manchuria was rapidly depleted.
Finding it difficult to collect enough amount of natural ginseng, people
began to cultivate ginseng and pay it to the state along with natural
ginseng. This practice, despite being illegal, was connived by local offi-
cials, who had to send the assigned amount of ginseng to Beijing. The

Jiaqing emperor tried to ban cultivated ginseng, which was not consid-
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ered authentic, pure ginseng, but he eventually failed to preserve the
traditional Manchu way of ginseng collecting in Manchuria. The ap-
pearance of cultivated ginseng was a clear indication of showing that
human-nature relations were fundamentally changed in nineteenth-cen-

tury Manchuria.

O Keyword

ginseng, cultivation, natural environment, Manchuria, the Manchus
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