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[Abstract]

Characteristics of documents produced by Koreans

on the Kanto Massacre

Kim, Gang—san

The purpose of this article is to examine a group of events recog-
nized by Koreans abroad after the Kanto Massacre in September 1923,
and their reactions. In particular, it was categorized by paying atten-
tion to documents produced by the Koreans. These documents had
the purpose of ‘protest, ‘propaganda’, and recording’, respectively. In
common, the purpose was to uncover the responsibility of the Japa-
nese government, the inhumanity of the massacre of Koreans, and the
“innocence” of the murdered Koreans.

However, each document showed a big difference in content de-
pending on the time of writing, the object, and the political orienta-
tion of the subject. This shows that not only was the overseas Koreans’
perception of the Kanto massacre not unified, but they also actively
tried to exclusiveize the case of the “Korean massacre.” Based on this
perception, the method of responding to the event was also expressed
differently.

These documents can confirm the reality of the massacre recog-
nized by the Koreans of the time, and are still the basic data necessary
to clarify the specific facts of the massacre of Koreans. In particular, it

has historical significance as a countermeasure to leave a ‘memory’ of
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the massacre of Koreans against the Japanese government’s attempt to

conceal it.

O Keyword
Kantou Korean Genocide, Kantou massacre, Provisional Government of
the Republic of Korea, The League of Friends of Korea, The Great Meeting of

Koreans in Germany
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