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1998, pp. 1—45.
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No. 2, 1985, pp. 173—210; David A. Lake, Power, protection, and Free Trade:
International Source of U.S. Commercial Strategy, 1887—1939, Ithaca and
London: Cornell University Press, 1988.

3) William H. Becker, 7he Dynamics of Business—Government Relations: In-
dustry and Exports, 1893—1921, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982;
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Taritf Policy, 1897—1912, The University of North Carolina Press, 1992.
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[Abstract]

The Debate on U.S. Tariff Act in the early 20th Century :
Woodrow Wilson’s Tariff Vision through Underwood Tariff Act
of 1913 and U.S. Tariff Commission of 1916

Jung, Tae—Hui

This paper examined Woodrow Wilson' Political Economy and his
perspectives through Underwood Tariff Act of 1913 and the creation of
U.S. Tariff Committee within the Debate on U.S. Tariff Act in the early
20th Century. An important turning point in U.S. Trade Policy came after
the Underwood Tariff Act. Democrat President Woodrow Wilson and the
Democrats moved Promptly to reduce Protective rates. The Under-
wood—Simmons Act of 1913 Sharply lowered American tariff from an av-
erage of 19.3 percent on dutiable and free imports under the Payne—Al-
drich Tariff of 1907 to 9.1 percent in 1916. But the Democrats and Wilson
ignored the opportunity to bargain down foreign trade barriers. Instead,
eager to redeem domestic campaign pledges to cut duties and aid con-
sumers, Wilson and the Democratic Congress unilaterally lowered the U.S.
tariff.

The 1916 Tariff Commission, created to provide expert analyses of
tariffs, is an example of Progressive—FEra reliance on technical analysis.
However, the Commission was motivated not only by a desire to im-
prove technical understanding of tariffs, but also by distinctly political

goals. President Woodrow Wilson adopted this Republican invention in
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response to pressure to prevent potential foreign “dumping” after the
First World War. Wilson and Congressional Democrats supported the
Tariff Commission analyses of the consumer welfare costs of protec-
tionism and the Tariff Commission education of voters’s tariff perspec-
tive would undermine future electoral support for Republican

high—tariff candidates.

O Keyword
Underwood Tariff Act of 1913, Woodrow Wilson, U.S. Tariff Com-

mission, the consumer welfare cost, the Payne—Aldrich Tariff
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