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[Abstract]

Production of ink stick and trade with Japan

in the late Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Seung—min

In traditional society, writing brush and ink stick(#) have important
meaning as a tool of record and expression. In Korea, ink sticks have been
made and used with high—quality paper, brushes since ancient times. In
particular, in the Joseon Dynasty, the ink stick was produced by the ink
stick—making master craftman(Z&|%) belonging to Sanguiwon(f7%F5¢) and
was one of the main goods exported to China and Japan as a king’s gift.

In terms of relations with Japan, various transactions were made in
various ways, such as tongsinsaGii{Z{#) and munuihaeng(E&47)’s pre-
liminary products, Tsushima domain’s regular envoys to Joseon(F4§i3%&
fi), Tsushima domain’s irregular envoys to Joseon(Z#{%), and Hoesa([n]i5)
and Gucheong(R:#), and irregular gumu trade(GR'®). Through these
various types of trade, the commodity called ink stick seems to have
played an important role in the diplomatic and trade relationship be-
tween Joseon and Japan and has been recognized for its use and value

in Japan.

O Keyword

Joseon, Japan, Tsushima, ink stick, ink stick-making master craftsman,
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