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[Abstract]

Gift of Khans, Bestowment by the Emperor:
Manchu and Mongol Relations and Gift Exchange in Early Qing

Lee, Sun Ae

In the course of Inner Mongolia being transformed into Mongolian
nobles in the outer feudatories of the Qing empire (Waifan menggu) by
Hong Taiji, the gifts exchange between the Manchu Khan and the Mon-
gol princes on an equal footing during the Nurhachi period changed to
tributary system. From the fifth year of Tiancong, the custom of asym-
metrical gift exchange became prominent, while Hong Taiji generally ac-
cepted items of high economic value and immediate necessity such as
silk, clothes, and jewelry. The goods obtained by the Manchu regime di-
rectly or indirectly from Ming and Joseon were redistributed to the Inner
Mongol princes in the form of bestowment and trade. As such, the trib-
utes presented by the Mongol tribes in the Later Jin the early Qing to the
Manchu emperor had economic value, and the goods of Manchu, Mon-
gol, Joseon, and Ming circulated in various ways and through numerous
channels in the 17th century. The rudimentary regulations for tributes
that were established after the first year of Chongde began to take on
more developed institutional aspects during the reign of Shunzhi, and
were established as a complete system during the reign of Qianlong. The
annual visits and tributes by the Mongol nobles in the outer feudatories

of the Qing empire, and the system of subsequent banquet ceremony
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and bestowment as the emperor’s reward were also establsihed through
this long—term process. The customs and regulations formed between
Manchu and Mongol before the conquest of China in 1644 (or ruguan
gian), became the origins of the system of annual visits and tributes by

Mongol nobles in the Qing dynasty.

O Keyword
gift exchange, Mongol nobles in the outer feudatories of the Qing empire
(Waifan menggu), tribute, bestowment by the Manchu Emperor, annual visits

by rotation
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