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[Abstract]

Sports Star, Li Lung-chi becomes Emperor

Seo, Young Kyo - Kim, Eun—Jung

Emperor Hstian Tsung(Li Lung—chi: Z5f&%L) of the Tang Dynasty had
to be constantly monitored and even felt threatened with his life as a
child. Then how did he become an emperor and what led to his fate. His
grandmother, Empress Wu, was a sociopath who killed many people.

The Imperial Palace was the garden of death. When he was 7 years
old. Grandmother Empress Wu killed his mother. No found a dead
body. Although he was young, he recognized the truth while looking
for his mother, and woke up to the tragedy of the family. Before he
was born, his uncle Li Hung(#55)) was poisoned by his grandmother,
and another uncle Li Hsien(Z=&) was killed. When he was 15 years old,
his cousins Li Ch'ung-jun@4# KT and Princess Yung TaiGkZ#AE)
were beaten to death while criticizing their grandmother. At that time,
it was an era of horror politics in which many of the court’s officials
lost their lives. Here, the sons and children born by the grandmother
herself were no exception.

As a child, he was hooked on polo. He gained his freedom when
riding a horse and playing polo with brothers. He forgot to go back to
the palace because of Polo’s charm. This made him a master of polo.

Big changes in history always come from unexpected places and

leave an indelible mark. On 13 January 710, the palace’s polo stadium,
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where Emperor Zhongzong hosted a dinner for the Tibetan mission.
The Tibetan leader said there was an excellent polo player among his
men and suggested playing against the emperor’s guard(E4). Li Lung-
chi also attended the company dinner.

There were several rounds of matches between the emperor’s play-
ers and the Tibetan players, and the Tibetan side won all. The emper-
or’s face was not good enough. In the cheers of the Tibetans, the de-
feated players felt shame.

The emperor replaced the players. Li Lung—chi came out as a relief
hitter. When the game resumed, he showed outstanding ability at a
crucial point. He galloped left and right like the wind and lightning.
His movements and swing, which overpowered all Tibetan players at
speed, seem to have thrilled people.

He had the speed, control, and concentration that 10 Tibetan play-
ers couldn't keep up with, and his final goal-determining ability seems
to have attracted people’s attention. The loud cheers of the people
who grew louder as he hit the goal and the final climax of the shout
rang out as he scored. China has won.

It became a fuel for the emperor guards, who had been defeated in
the beginning and had lost their morale. Li Lung—chi became a hero
who realized a victory that people seemed impossible to achieve in re-
ality. People were satisfied through him.

On that day, he received silk as a prize money from his uncle, the
emperor. His reputation has gone up. Above all, his name was an-
nounced to the emperor’s guards who witnessed his match. This is the

most important fact considering the T’ang-lung coup(FREE#) that
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will take place in six months.

Shortly after gaining fame as a sports star, he began to have close
contact with middlemen of the emperor’s guard. Li Lung—chi was a
man with everything. He was born with a beautiful appearance, a
strong body, and royal lineage. He also had a passion as a polo player
that no one could overcome. He generously gave funds and food to the
emperor’s guards through his deputy Wang Mao Zhong(EEff).

On June 2, 710, Empress Wei poisoned the emperor(#15%). Li Lung-
chi’s future has darkened. The Empress came to power and if time
goes by in this state, Li Lung—chi and his family are in danger. The em-
peror’s guards were also grim. One day after the emperor’s death, the
empress took over the leadership of the guards.

On June 12, at the crossroads of choice, they met Li Lung—chi. The
Empress’s officials often beat up guards to catch military discipline. It
is said that this is a golden Time for the coup to succeed when there
are many complaints from the guards against the Empress Wei faction.
Li Lung—-chi did not order him, but the guards chose him.

Li Lung—chi also could not afford to discuss success or failure. The
Empress Wei took control of everything in the court. As time goes by,
her strength will grow stronger. He have no choice but to fight for his
lives right now.

On June 20th, at 10 p.m., a big event took place. An imperial guard
supporting Lee Rung—ki entered the military camp and killed the offi-
cials of the Empress Wei. They gathered the soldiers and revealed that
the Empress had poisoned the emperor. Recognizing that Li Lung—chi

was leading the coup, all the warriors agreed, and soldiers guarding
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the northern gate(XfY) of the imperial palace fell into his hands. It
was possible because the soldiers respected him as Sports star

A bodyguard destroyed two doors of the royal palace and went in-
side. They joined in front of Neungyeongak and took control of the
palace. Li Lung—chi, who was waiting outside the northern gate, heard
a shout at 12 p.m. and led the soldiers into the palace, and all the
guards inside the palaceCK## 15 &54) heard the sound and joined
the revolutionary army. Empress Wei, Princess An-rak, the princess’s
husband, Mu Yeon-soo, and the female bodyguard Haru were shot
dead.

Without much resistance, Li Lung—chi succeeded in a coup, and
soon after, the emperor’s guard(#&%) was incorporated under him.
Taking control of the force inside the palace, he became the crown
prince and the real ruler of the court, ascended to the throne in 712,

and opened the era of K'ai—ylian(B7TiR).

O Keyword
Emperor Hstian Tsung, Li Lung-chi, Empress Wei, Polo, Emperor’s Guard,

Wang Mao Zhong
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