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ington, DC: US Government Printing Office, 1982, p. 57.

2) Reagan remarks, Palace of Westminster, London, United Kingdom, June 8,
1982, in William P. Greene, Katherine A. Mellody, Kenneth R. Payne, and
William K. Banks, eds., Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States:
Ronald Reagan, 1982, Washington, DC: US Government Printing Office,
1983, vol. I, pp. 742-748.

3) Pravda, no. 272, Sept. 29, 1983, p. 1.

4) Pravda, no. 204, July 22, 1984, p. 5.
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5) James Graham Wilson, 7he Triumph of Improvisation. Gorbachevs Adapt-
ability, Reagan’s Fngagement, and the End of the Cold War, Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 2014, pp. 3-5.

6) Beth A. Fischer, 7he Reagan Reversal: Foreign Policy at the End of the Cold
War, Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1997, pp. 2-3.

7) Simon Miles and Farzan Sabet, “What Would Reagan Do on Iran?” Foreign
Policy (Oct. 30, 2018), available at: https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/10/30/
what-would-do—on-iran-victory—cold-war-gorbachev-soviet—union-
iran—-maximum-pressure/.

8) Steven F. Hayward, 7/he Age of Reagan, vol. 2, The Conservative Counterrev-
olution, 1980-1989, New York: Crown Forum, 2009; Paul Kengor, 7Ae Cru-
sader: Ronald Reagan and the Fall of Communism, New York: HarperCol-
lins, 2006; Francis H. Marlo, Planning Reagans War: Conservative Strategists
and America’s Cold War Victory, Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 2012.

9) Peter Schweizer, Victory: The Reagan Administrations Secret Strategy That
Hastened the Collapse of the Soviet Union, New York: Atlantic Monthly
Press, 1994, p. xii.
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2 ¥%8 A Hal Brands, What Good Is Grand Strategy? Power and Pur-
pose in American Statecraft from Harry S. Truman to George W. Bush,
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2014, chapter 3; Hal Brands, Making
the Unipolar Moment: US Foreign Policy and the Rise of the Post—Cold
War Order, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2016, chapter 2; John
Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of Ameri-
can National Security Policy During the Cold War, 274 ed., Oxford: Osford
University Press, 2005, chapter 11.

11) Simon Miles, Fngaging the Evil Empire: Washington, Moscow; and the Begin-
ning of the End of the Cold War, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2020.
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12) Ronald Reagan, An American Life: The Autobiography, New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1990, p. 36.

13) Reagan to Brezhnev, Apr. 24, 1981, Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
(RRPL), Executive Secretariat—National Security Council (ES-NSC), Head
of State File, box 38, “Brezhnev 8190204, 8190205 folder.

14) Reagan, An American Life, p. 269.
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15) Simon Miles, Zngaging the Evil Empire, p. 115.
16) Reagan remarks, Mar. 31, 1976, available at: www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/
library/exhibits/campaign/020400462-001.pdf.
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17) PFIAB memorandum, “Intelligence Community Experiment in Competitive
Analysis: Soviet Strategic Objectives,” Dec. 1976, National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA), Record Group (RG) 263, Records of Team
A and Team B Estimates of the Soviet Offensive Threat, box 1, “Team B’
folder.

18) Reagan remarks, Foreign and Defense Policy Advisory Group Meeting,
Washington, DC, May 16, 1980, Hoover Institution Archives (HIA), Richard
V. Allen Papers, box 27, folder 11.

19) Reagan remarks, Oct. 19, 1980, LOC, Alexander M. Haig Papers (AMHP),
box 131, folder 8.
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20) Gray to Casey, Oct. 18, 1980, HIA, William J. Casey Papers, box 292, “For-
eign Policy 5” folder.

21) Reagan reamrks, Los Angeles, Calif., Oct. 12, 1972, in Alfred Baltizer and
Gerald Bonetto eds., 4 7ime for Choosing: The Speeches of Ronald Rea-
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22) Bruce W. Jentleson, Pipeline Politics. The Complex Political Fconomy of
Fast—West Energy Trade (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1986), p. 175.

23) Reagan remarks, Joint Session of the Congress, Washington, DC, Feb. 6,
1985, in William K. Banks, ed., Public Papers of the Presidents of the Unit-
ed States: Ronald Reagan, 19585, Washington, DC: US Government Printing
Office, 1986, vol. I, pp. 130-136.

24) Reagan, An American Life, pp. 238-239.

25) Van Cleave memorandum, “Defense Policy Briefing Book, 1980 Cam-
paign,” LOC, Caspar W. Weinberger Papers, Box 572, “Campaign Defense
Policy Briefing Book” folder.
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2003, p. 375.
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28) Nancy Reagan, My 7irn, with William Novak, New York: Random House,
1989, p. 106.

29) Reagan to Koehler, July 9, 1981, in A Life in Letters, p. 375.

30) National Intelligence Estimate no. 11-14-81, “Warsaw Pact Forces Op-
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18, folder 51.
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32) Clark to Reagan, “Proposed Speech on US—Soviet Relations,” Aug. 4, 1983,
RRPL, JEMK, box 41, “US-USSR Relations Jul.—Aug. 1983 2" folder.

33) National Intelligence Estimate no. 11-3/8-83, “Soviet Capabilities for Stra-
tegic Nuclear Conflict, 1983-1993, Mar. 6, 1984 NARA, RG 263, NIE, box
15, folder 75.

34) Clark to Reagan, “The Prospects for Progress in US—Soviet Relations,” Feb.
4, 1983, RRPL, Willian P. Clark Files (WPCF), box 8, “US-Soviet Relations
Papers 2" folder.
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[Abstract]

Reagan administration’s Grand Strategy

toward the Soviet Union

Chang, Jun—Kab

Reagan’s approach to the Cold War was shaped by his concept of
time. At the beginning of the 1980s, in a time of perceived US weak-
ness and Soviet strength, Reagan administration needed to proceed
with prudence, carefully managing superpower relations with an eye
to a future in which they enjoyed greater leverage.

By the end of decade, it was Gorbachev who wanted ‘a long period
of peace’ to rebuild Soviet capabilities. Washington, however, was in no
rush; US policymkers operated with a long time horizon. The United
States could afford to wait, and would likely benefit from so doing, as
Soviet problems only mounted. Gorbachev, on the other hand, operated
on a short timeline, growing increasingly desperate for results and re-
spite abroad as he found neither at home. Washing knew full well what
it was doing, but responded sardonically.

Two tracks coexisted in the Reagan administration’s grand strategy
toward the Soviet Union from the outset: peace through strength and
quiet diplomacy. But it was actually peace through quiet coercion be-
cause there was no meaningful diplomacy in terms of negotiations and
deals for Gorbachev. Gorbachev complained later that US policy is one

of extorting more and more concessions.
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