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[Abstract]

A Study on the Reconstruction of Bowolsa Temple in Pyeonggang
and the Activities of Hwawol Seongnul in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Lee, jong—su

This study explores Bowolsa Temple in Pyeonggang, Gangwon Prov-
ince, the very site where the wooden Amitabha statue, presently housed
in Baekdamsa Temple on Seoraksan Mountain, was originally crafted.
Additionally, it delves into the life and contributions of Hwawol Seongnul,
the monk who played a pivotal role in the creation of this significant
Buddha statue.

According to the “Inscription of the Renovation of Bowolsa Temple”
(1681), which documents the history of Pyeonggang’s Bowolsa Temple,
it was the monk named Unbong Daji who undertook the renovation of
the temple in the late 17th century. Unbong Daji not only oversaw the
temple’s restoration but also authored “The Theory on the Nature of
Mind.” It is probable that he utilized the temple as a central hub to dis-
seminate his philosophical ideas.

In the 18th century, Bowolsa Temple was administered by the disci-
ples of Jian, the Great Master Hwanseong. Among these disciples,
Hwawol Seongnul emerged as one of the most prominent figures. In
1748, Seongnul spearheaded the creation of Buddhist statues and paint-
ings within Bowolsa Temple and authored the accompanying votive doc-

uments. According to the documents, Hwawol Seongnul created four
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Buddha statues, one bodhisattva statue, and nine Buddhist paintings.
Among his notable dedications, he presented an Avalokitesvara Bodhi-
sattva statue and a painting of Sakra to Taegosa Temple in Samgaksan
Mountain. Additionally, he donated paintings depicting the Hell Realm
and Sakra to Anyangam Grotto in Bogae Mountain. In the Daewoongjeon
Hall of Bowolsa Temple, Seongnul enshrined a Buddhist Triad along with
a hanging scroll and paintings of the Three Bodhisattvas, Sakra, and the
Eight Legions. Furthermore, he placed the Amitabha statue along with a
hanging scroll and a painting of the Hell Realm in the White Lotus Com-
munity of Chanting Practice within Bowolsa Temple.

Wanwol Gwahong, a monk hailing from Bowolsa Temple, traced his
lineage back to Hamwol Haewon, a monk associated with Anbyeon
Seokwangsa Temple. Notably, both Hamwol Haewon and Hwawol
Seongnul were descendants of the esteemed Great Master Hwanseong.
This lineage connection suggests a close relationship between Pyeong-
gang Bowolsa Temple and Anbyeon Seokwangsa Temple. Interestingly,
Hwawol Seongnul’s name is listed among the patrons of Buddhist books
published at Seokwangsa Temple, indicating further ties between the
two temples. While records regarding Wanwol Gwahong’s involvement
in the 1748 Buddhist ceremony at Bowolsa Temple are scarce, given the
historical relationship between Seokwangsa and Bowolsa Temples, it is
plausible to assume his participation, possibly in a patronage capacity.

Bowolsa Temple was on the brink of closure in the late 19th centu-
ry. The statues of Amitabha and Bhaishajyaguru, formerly housed in
the Supreme Hall, were relocated first to Hwaeamsa Temple in

Goseong, Gangwon Province, and later to Baekdamsa Temple on Seor-
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aksan Mountain. Recently, the statue of Buddha was rediscovered at

Bongguksa Temple in Seoul.

O Keyword
Wooden Amitabha Statue in Baekdamsa Temple, Bowolsa Temple in Pyeo-

nggang, Unbong Daji, Hwawol Seongnul, Wanwol Gwahong
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