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[Abstract]

The Gumu(ckE) and the Characteristics of the Trade between

Japan in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Seung—min

In the special relationship between Joseon-Tsushima' and the late
Joseon Dynasty, there was a form of trade that showed the character-
istics of the relations between Joseon and Japan. Gumu(K) was a
form of trade in which the Tsushima, which had been authorized by
the Bakuhu for the rights of diplomatic relations and trade, asked Jo-
seon to save certain goods because of an unexpected need in his
country.

The development process of Gumu in the late Joseon Dynasty can
be divided into three periods. First, the embryonic stage’, when the
request for Gumu is initiated from Tsushima along with the resump-
tion of diplomatic ties between Joseon and Japan in the late Joseon
Dynasty, Second, ‘the active phase’, in which the Gumu is activated
according to the maintenance of the diplomatic and trade system in
the 1630s, Third, ‘the decline period’ of requests for detention from
Tsushima due to changes in diplomacy and trade following the foreign
policy of both Joseon and Japan. Accordingly, the trade of hundreds
of various items, ranging from medicinal stuffs, animals, fruits, writing
utensils, fish and shellfishes, textiles, clothing, books, ceramics, human

resources, and other items, was conducted.
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The Gumu request of Tsushima basically originated from the need
in Tsushima. But such a need cannot overlook the aspect of negotia-
tion toward Bakuhu byTushima-Hanshu(®&#+). Tsushima was able
to establish his position within Bakuhu by taking the goods he had
traded with the Joseon at the time of Sankinkoutai(Z2#5%ft) and using
them for entertainment to Shougun(¥#) and others. Tsushima has
also asked Joseon again for the goods they seek on behalf of their
representatives at the request of Shougun and others. Through this,
Tsushima was able to highlight to Bakuhu that he was the only one
able to trade with Joseon, and sought to gain extreme convenience in
trade by emphasizing that he was an agent for the Joseon Dynasty and
a good-neighbor(3f#) on the other hand.

On the contrary, from Joseon’s point of view, trade through the
Gumu was a certain amount of inconvenience. Nevertheless, the ac-
ceptance of Tsushima’s continued requests for Gumu can be found in
the indirect communication system formed by Tsushima’s medium.
Joseon experienced two wars, Waeran(fE#l) and Horan(#@l), respec-
tively, and the relationship with Qing Dynasty(i&#]) changed, giving
priority to the safety of the north. And based on that, the south safety
of Japan had to be the premise. In 1635, however, an unprecedented
adaptation case of state letter(BEWfEFHF) was revealed in Japan.
With this in mind, Bakuhu dispatched diplomacy buddhist monk®#M<
f&), which directs and supervises diplomatic documents at Bakuhu
level, to Iteian(DAJfE), while reorganizing the diplomatic system by
granting the Tsushima-Hanshu as trade monopoly. Now Tsushima

was able to clarify the position of the mediator, which plays a role of



connecting the Joseon government with the Japanese Bakuhu. It is
thought that Joseon wanted to smoothly lead indirect relations with
Japan, which formed Tsushima as a medium, and authorized Gumu as
a way of doing so, establishing an important policy goal of safety in
the south even after the latter period, including the issue of Japanese

pirates in Early Joseon period.

O Keyword
Gumu(kE), Commodity trade, Joseon, Tsushima, a good-neighbor(3k#),

indirect communication(EE)
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