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[Abstract]

The Formation of Buddhist Education Discourse and Establish-

ment of Buddhist Specialized School in Modern Korea

Kim, Seong—Yeon

This article explores the goals and realization process of Buddhist
education through the Buddhist reform discourse and establishment of
Buddhist schools in modern korea.

Modern schools established by the Buddhist community continued
to develop by changing their names to Mydngjin hakgyo(My®ngjin
School, BI#EZ4R) in 1906, Bulgyo sabeom hakgyo(Buddhist Teachers
School, #EZETI#IEAD), Bulgyo koding kangsuk(Buddhist Academy of
Higher Education, #i#(%E2#%), and Bulgyo chungang hangnim(Bud-
dhist Central Seminary, fZ{HeE4K) in the 1910s, Bulgyo chdnsu hak-
gyo(Buddhist Specialists School, #Z(EE£24#%) and Chungang Bulgyo
chénmun hakgyo(Central Buddhist Specialized School, HroffliZi =L
1) in the 1920s and 30s, and Hyehwa chénmun hakgyo(Hyehwa Spe-
cialized School, L H[HE47) in the 1940s. All of these Buddhist schools
declared the level of “Specialized School(BFH£:#%)” and aimed to culti-
vate human resources.

These educational goals and school management can also be seen
in the paradigm shift of Buddhist education reform theory. Kwon
Sang-ro and Han Yong—un, representative reformers in the 1910s, both

emphasized the importance of ‘cultivating talent. The target of talent
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training claimed in the reform theory was limited to ‘monks’, and in
fact, Buddhist schools in the 1910s aimed to cultivate monks. On the
other hand, as can be seen from Lee Young-jae's reform theory, since
the 1920s, the targets of talent training include both monks and ordi-
nary people. Until the 1910s, only monks were allowed to enter Bud-
dhist schools, but after the Bulgyo chonsu hakgyo in the 1920s, all
those who graduated from Secondary School(E %85/ £24%) were ad-
mitted. This means that the Buddhist education paradigm based on
the monk society has shifted to expanding the scope of talent training
through the expansion of Buddhist projects and the spread of Buddhist
culture.

Buddhist schools were regulated by colonial education policies and
had to overcome them. The Buddhist schools were classified as ‘mis-
cellaneous school(%fE£4%)’ by the colonial government until the
1910s. As a result, graduates were unable to go to higher schools and
had difficulty in building a social career. Therefore, the Buddhist de-
nomination established a foundation and tried to expand its assets to
promote the Buddhist school to a “Specialized School,” and as a result,
the Chungang Bulgyo chdnmun hakgyo was approved by the colonial
government in 1930. It can be said that the Buddhist Specialized
School has broke away from the traditional monk’s education system,
recognized Buddhism as “a subject of scholarship”, and established a

Buddhist education system as a branch of modern scholarship.

O Keyword

Specialized School(F &%), Secondary School (& 5EE4f%), miscellaneous
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school(#& &%), Central Buddhist Specialized School(trefiZEi1E4£5%), Rules

of Private Schools, Buddhist reform theory, Kwon Sang-ro, Han Yong-un
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