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[Abstract]

A Korean Oil Dealer’s Experience and Memory before

and after the Outbreak of the Korean War

Ohsoo Kwon

This article examined a microscopic aspect of Korean oil history
before and after the outbreak of the Korean War, based on an autobi-
ography left by an oil dealer. In this autobiography, his experiences
and memories of working in the oil distribution industry are contained
entirely in the flow of modern Korean history. In particular, the pro-
cess of his entry into the oil industry after the establishment of the Ko-
rean government, the domestic oil distribution situation during the
Korean War, and the process of revoking and reviving the oil agency’s
license are clearly described without filtration. His experiences and
memories provide important information for understanding the oil sit-
uation in Korea at the time when data and research related to Korean

oil before and after the Korean War were quite poor.

[ Keyword

Korean War, Oil Dealer, Oil Distribution, Three Sisters, KOSCO
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