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[Abstract]

A Comparative Study on the Military Power of Balhae
and Khitan in the Early 10th Century

Moon, Yunsoo

In this article, we looked at the wars between Balhae and Khitan in
the first half of the 10th century and tracked the military power of the
two countries during the war. In the first half of the 10th century, Khi-
tan invaded Balhae to advance into China and started a war that lasted
for more than 20 years.

The military organization of Balhae consisted of the central army
guarding the capital and the local army deployed in the local adminis-
trative district. Therefore, Balhae fought a war with the Khitan in the
first half of the 10th century based on such a military organization.

And the Khitan army consisted of a central army, a tribal army, a lo-
cal army, and an army from a subjugated state. In addition, there was a
military group called the “Kyu army” composed of various ethnic groups.
However, Great Progenitor Taejo of the Khitan would have organized an
army mainly with mounted soldiers and the emperor’s escort units during
the war against Balhae. It is also confirmed that the “Kyu army” here also
participated in this war.

Next, in the first half of the 10th century, the military power of Bal-
hae and Khitan was about people 35,000 different. A close analysis of

their military power at the time based on THistory Of Liaoy and THis-
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tory Of Goryeoy confirmed that Balhae had about 135,400 people and
Khitan had about 171,000 people. These figures show that their mili-
tary power was not significantly different at the time.

Finally, in the first half of the 10th century, the two countries of
Balhae and Khitan organized an army based on such a systematic mil-
itary organization and fought a war.

In particular, the reason why their war broke out for more than 20
years is thought to be because the military power of the two countries

was relatively equal.

O Keyword
Balhae, Khitan, military organization, central army, local army, military

power
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