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[Abstract]

George Washington’s leadership in the course of the

Second Battle of Trenton

Kim, Hyunggon

The 2nd Battle of Trenton has been almost ignored in the research
on the American Revolutionary War, and its historical significance is
not without diminished aspects. In addition, most of the studies focus
on the reality of the battle and almost miss a detailed analysis of the
outstanding leadership of Washington, the commander—in—chief.
Therefore, the main purpose of this paper is to examine how the Sec-
ond Battle of Trenton occurred through detailed processes and what
historical significance it had, as well as how George Washington’s
leadership appeared in each such process.

The 2nd Battle of Trenton was the moment of absolute crisis for
Washington and the Independence Army. The battle over the Assun-
pink Creek had nowhere to retreat. It was another moment of crisis in
which they had to defeat the British and Hessian forces, who were far
superior to the Independence Army in all respects, including the num-
ber of soldiers, war supplies, and weapons. That is why the command-
er—in—chief’s judgment and decisiveness were so important. A leader’s
poor judgment and decision means defeat soon. We can see how ex-
cellent Washington’s judgment and decisions were in this battle. Wash-

ington displayed unstinting leadership throughout the course of the
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battle. He was a leader who learned through defeat. He was a leader
with a goal and a vision he had to achieve. He was a collaborative
leader. He was a leader who led by example and delegated authority.

He was an innovative and pragmatic leader.

[ Keyword
George Washington'’s Leadership, American Revolutionary War, the Second

Battle of Trenton, General CornWallis' Leadership, Robert Morris
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