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[Abstract]

From ‘Assassination’ to ‘Patriotic Deed: An Examination of the
Reporting on Ahn Jung-geun, Lee Bong-chang, and Yun Bong-
gil in China during the early decades of the 20th century

Son, Sungwook

In the early decades of the 20th century, ‘assassination’ emerged as a
pivotal tactic within Korea's anti-Japanese resistance. The activities of
figures such as Ahn Joong—geun, Lee Bong—-chang, and Yun Bong—gil
notably resonated with the Chinese populace, effectively reshaping per-
ceptions of the Korean independence movement. Since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between South Korea and China in 1992,
these individuals have come to symbolize the spirit of collaborative an-
ti-Japanese efforts. Nevertheless, the early 20th—century Sino—Korean
relationship experienced various fluctuations, with China’s perception of
the Korean independence movement shifting in accordance with pre-
vailing circumstances. Particularly, the interpretation of the ‘unlawful
method of ‘assassination” was intricate, its appraisal subject to China’s
domestic and international political dynamics. Amid the intricate geopo-
litical changes of the early 20th century, the shaping of these figures’
persona played an essential role, and during the 1930s, they became in-
tertwined in the context of the Chinese anti-Japanese war, further

strengthening the image of Korean heroes in the eyes of the Chinese.
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