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[Abstract]

The New Testament as an Text Made by Men

Jung, Gi—moon

The New Testament is the most influential book in the history of
mankind. It has been produced and read a lot more than any other
book. Since the New Testament had an enormous impact on the de-
velopment of the world history, it is necessary to look at this book
with the eyes of objectivity and reason. This paper firstly looked at the
process of establishing the point of view of the New Testament as a
text made by man. Deciding the New Testament as a canon, the early
Christian leaders believed it was a sacred scripture so there could be
no error in it. This viewpoint was maintained throughout the Middle
Ages. Religious reformers, including Luther, made the Bible the sole
standard of Christian faith and insisted on the inerrancy of the New
Testament more strongly. However, after the establishment of the En-
lightenment, an attitude that thinks everything in the world in terms
of reason has been established. The intellectuals of the 18th and 19th
centuries also studied the New Testament as this point of view. As a
result, they established the attitude of “studying the Bible with the
same method which handles other secular documents by liberating
the Bible from the tradition, authority, and doctrine of the Church”
Therefore, it is not strange to understand the New Testament as the

method of historical criticism. After looking to the changes in atti-
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tudes toward the New Testament, this paper examined the validity of
these attitudes through the result of manuscript research. Before early
modern printing developed, in the process of passing down the Bible
as a transcription, a number of corruptions were happened. While
most of the corruptions were minor mistakes, but occasionally there
were lots of case that added or changed entire paragraphs or chapters.
The New Testament we have now is very different from the original
New Testament. Many transcribers did not have the perception that
the New Testament was so sacred book that it could never be

changed. Therefore, the Bible was just made and edited by human.

O Keyword

New Testament, Christianity, Text, Corruption, Criticism
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